
	

	

 
Dear Nursery School Families, Wednesday, July 1, 2020 
 
We hope that this letter finds you all personally well!  While the summer months are always busy for us behind the 
scenes to prepare for a bright new school year, this summer we are working extra, all focused on welcoming your 
child back with us on September 14th!   
 
There will be much more to share as we get closer to the fall, including some opportunities for you and your child 
to explore their classroom, meet the teacher as well as learn much more about the fun and learning that awaits.  
There is some important progress we can share with you at this time as well. 
 
Since last spring, St. Thomas Church and Nursery School have undergone extensive cleaning and have been 
operating in a barrier-clean environment.  The church and nursery school continue to follow and work with the 
latest guidelines and policies that are set forth from the CDC, Ohio Department of Health, American Academy  
of Pediatrics, and the Diocese of Southern Ohio for cleaning, maintenance and best operational practices.   
The health & safety of our students, individuals & families and our staff team of the school and parish is our top 
priority. We are proud of our role as a leading partner and resource to our greater community and so we are ever 
learning how best to serve as a community of faith and early learning center.   
 
Like all of our local school districts, we too are awaiting updated plans and new regulations to be finalized for the 
2020-2021 school year.  St. Thomas and other community organizations have already been in conversation and 
preparing for how this year will need to be different in order to best serve the people in our care, especially your 
children.  In addition to cleaning and monitoring protocols we have already established, we anticipate that there 
will be changes to how we are allowed to drop-off and pick-up children, health screening of students and staff as 
well as enhanced daily measures for health & safety.  This will affect the way in which we can offer specialized 
instruction and learning enhancements, supplies and even the class size and arrangement of the classroom itself.  
We will continue use outdoor space whenever possible, and schedule classes to minimize the crossover of 
children and staff.  The church is preparing for the school to utilize more areas for activities as needed for proper 
cleaning and distance guidelines. The entire building will be cleaned and disinfected with protocols established to 
address COVID-19.  Classrooms, materials and equipment will be cleaned and sanitized throughout the day, and 
when the school day ends. 
 
With all that we already have in place and are anticipating for this year, we are prepared to be flexible with the 
situation remaining fluid and will refine our own guidelines, policies & procedures as new information emerges 
and will communicate any changes to you as soon as possible. We appreciate that policies need to be practical, 
feasible and appropriate for the age of a child.  With all that are directed to follow this year, we do not consider 
these changes to be the “new normal,” we are anticipating that the changes are for this academic year.  We also 
appreciate that what we will be directed to follow will come at some challenge and require not only patience and 
understanding, but additional resources as well as supplies themselves.  This is part of the work we, along with the 
church itself are already at work to address in preparation for the fall. Updates to our Handbook as well as Parent 
Orientation and resources for the fall will be coming in August.  Already we are anticipating adding additional 
classes if the State of Ohio lowers the number of children allowed per class (which has been the case for 
programs who opened this summer).  We will certainly pass along what we learn from the State of Ohio as  
we learn of the finalized regulations and specific details.   
 
We are looking forward to the children returning to school this fall. We understand some students may have 
difficulty transitioning back into the school environment or attending for the first time. In addition to our warm 
and loving staff, we will have extra support available the beginning of the year to help the children (and parents!) 
feel comfortable, happy and safe in school.  Please know the Nursery School and Church staff are here to help  
in any way we can.  Feel free to reach-out directly to either Emily Keiser by calling 513-543-7631 or email to 
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org or Fr. Darren Elin at 513-448-7999 or darren@stthomasepiscopal.org  
 
 


