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Summer has come, and the STNS staff will be 
anxious to catch up with our returning students and 
get to know our new students and families.  Some 

important dates to be aware of as we get close to the 
beginning of a new school year are:

• STNS offers a “So Long Summer” camp August 27 and 
August 28 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m..  This is not connected 
with the start of school; just a fun opportunity for the 
children to say goodbye to summer and hello to fall 
with fun activities, games, songs, etc.)  Registration 
forms will be sent home the end of July.

• Families will receive mid-August a letter from their 
child’s teacher, introducing themselves and providing 
information about our orientation process and the 
start of school. Your scheduled time for your Visit Day 
will be included in that letter.  If that time presents a 
conflict for you, please call or e-mail the STNS office, 
and we will be happy to reschedule for you.

• Visit Days are:
• Tuesday, September 3 for the Transitional 

Kindergarten class
• Wednesday, September 4th for the Four-

Year-Old Classes
• Thursday, September 5th for the Three-

Year-Old Classes
• The Two-Year-Olds have their orientation 

the first day of their class

• First Day of School is Monday, September 9

A sneak peek at the new addition to our curriculum…
Something new we have added to our curriculum this 
upcoming school year is character education. While 
our curriculum has always had an inherent character 
development component, research has repeatedly 
shown that the period between ages 3-7 is a critical 
developmental window when the brain is developing 
connections and pathways. Without a warm, nurturing 

environment, children are less to properly develop these 
necessary connections in a constructive way. When 
children understand that they are valued, respected and 
appreciated for who they are by both teachers and fellow 
students, their levels of motivation and achievement grow. 
The staff at STNS understands that the primary learning 
of character and value traits happens at home. But, as 
educators, we see many opportunities throughout the 
school day to demonstrate a core value through actions 
as well as words.  The staff has picked a core value each 
month that the entire school will focus on through pledges, 
music, books, Family Chapel, modeling, etc.  We will also 
provide support materials for families to use at home if 
they wish.  More information on program specifics will be 
discussed at orientation.

 I am very excited to include an intentional, specific 
character development piece to our current curriculum.  
Our classrooms are a mix of students who all have 
ongoing needs for recognition, self-worth, empathy and 
belonging.  When this need is met, children have an easier 
time focusing on academics and are on the pathway to 
becoming adults who are happy and successful with a 
strong moral compass to guide them through life. 
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