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T
he months of November and 

December are one of my favor-

ite times at the Nursery School… 

the children have become comfortable in 

their classrooms, and it is such a delight 

to watch them as they enthusiastically em-

brace all the new experiences and learn-

ing opportunities this season brings. The 

classes learn about how fall becomes win-

ter, the traditions and meaning of both 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, and why 

they are celebrated each year. It is easy 

to incorporate skill building activities as 

we make countdown chains, do one on 

one counting correspondence with can-

dy canes, “write” Christmas cards to our 

friends and families, etc. Making special 

gifts for our parents help us learn that giv-

ing often gives more joy than receiving. 

With the opening of our new playground, 

we will also be sure to get outside as much 

as possible. Please stop by if you haven’t 

had an opportunity to see it; there is an 

in-ground slide, rope and rock climbing 

wall, a magnificent pathway to run up 

and down the hillside and our own gravel 

pit. Madison Tree and Landscaping truly 

exceeded our expectations by installing 

plants that were beautiful, hardy and 

unique so the children will learn about 

different plant and tree varieties, have ar-

eas of shade and sun…we even have a gar-

den for pollinators and an outdoor class-

room. Many, many thanks to Jay Butcher 

and Ben Necessary and their crew for all 

the time, effort, energy and hard work 

they devoted to make the playground so 

multi-faceted and fantastic.

Our Thanksgiving Feasts are held the 

week of November 19th; it is so cute to 

see our favorite little Pilgrims and Native 

Americans share a special meal together. 

In December, we have Ornament Work-

shops with our 3 and 4 year old students; 

a special guest of each child comes to 

school to make Christmas ornaments 

together and enjoy homemade Christ-

mas cookies. Watch for a special invita-

tion! The five year old class makes their 

own advent calendars with their special 

guests… a keepsake for sure!

Please look for information coming home 

regarding our annual “Cookies with San-

ta” event, which is being held Saturday 

December 1st. This event consists of 

three 1 ½ hour sessions throughout the 

day: 9:30-11; 12:30-2 and 3-4:30. Families 

register for the session they would like to 

attend. (It is first come, first serve, so it’s 

best to turn in your registration form as 

soon as possible.). During the hour and 

half, families make Christmas ornaments, 

decorate cookies, enjoy refreshments and 

sing Christmas carols. The highlight, of 

course, is when Santa arrives. Each child 

and their family have an opportunity to 

visit with Santa and receive a small gift 

from the great man himself. We raffle off 

themed baskets put together by each class; 

the money from the raffle goes towards 

our playground debt. 

May you and your families enjoy a relax-

ing, peaceful and blessed Thanksgiving. 

I (along with the rest of the STNS staff) 

am thankful for our wonderful families 

who make coming to school each day so 

rewarding (and fun!) for us.

Blessings,

Emily Keiser
Director, St. Thomas Nursery School

Enjoying the Holidays With Our Children
Important Upcoming Dates
Nov. 15: Pet Blessing Day  

(student’s favorite stuffed animal 

is blessed by Father Darren) 

Nov. 15: Five year olds  

Thanksgiving Feast

Week of November 19: Two, Three 

and Four-year-old’s Feasts

November 21, 22, 23:  No school, 
Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 28:  Music Class

Nov. 28:  People and Places

Nov. 29:  5-year-olds Advent  

Calendar workshop

Dec. 1: Cookies with Santa

Dec. 5: Kids in Motion

Dec. 6: Family Chapel

Week of Dec. 3:  Ornament Work-

shops (3 and 4 year olds)

Week of Dec. 10th:  Christmas 

Parties

Dec. 11:  Christmas Teacher  

Luncheon (11:15/12:45)

Dec. 12:  People and Places

Dec. 17–Jan. 4:  Christmas Break        
Jan. 7:  School Resumes


