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The extraordinary gift of this faith community!

I
n these weeks when we embrace a new Church Year, the story begins afresh, 
our colors are different as are our prayers, music and even the feeling of  
worship. What’s happening? We are moving from what was called “ordinary 

time” time into seasons that help reframe not only our worship but our whole 
conversation with God and each other. I like to think of  this as moving from what may 
have seemingly been ordinary into the extraordinary in so many ways.

Truth be told, I did not realize how ‘hungry’ I was to feast upon the familiar and yet 
so beautifully rich texts that accompany us in these weeks from Advent to the Nativity 
and into the Epiphany, from prophecy to fulfillment, from declaration to being made 
manifest – for our life together as well as well with how God is actively working in each 
of  our lives. While it seems that so much of  the world knows a piece of  the Nativity 

cycle and the celebration that comes with Christmas, there is simply so much more that we can share with what we 
behold in these weeks. I did not realize how much I longed for this time until it arrived. Like that treasured sweater 
that changes your mood somehow by simply putting it on, these weeks are able to reset and reframe so much of  our 
common life. This year, it feels as though we have seen and/or experienced such an intensity with our life and public 
discourse that they have devolved into a frenzy which sent many people shopping over the Thanksgiving weekend. A 
recent national poll reported that more than 80% of  respondents felt that our nation is much more deeply divided 
over major issues now than ten years ago. My hunch is that these recent months revealed that we have not been 
asking the right questions, and more importantly, that we have lost that sense of  wanting to listen to each other. To 
be blunt, we can offer something more. In the faith community, we are invited to something so distinctly different 
that it is truly extraordinary. It was felt with our First Sunday of  Advent and is spilling into the rest of  these weeks 
now. It is here that we are invited to actually slow down, catch our breath and hear a still small voice that is God’s 
Spirit speaking to us – in Scripture, in our rich tradition of  prayer and music, in the devotional practices we share or 
that we can savor by ourselves, and even in our own great fun, fellowship as well as our outreach. These weeks are 
truly extraordinary to behold…and share!

As you read on in this edition of  Tidings, there are some remarkable as well as treasured aspects of  our life and 
ministry that truly make this time of  year not only meaningful and inspirational, but also life-giving in so many ways. 
More than simply taking note, I hope you will see this as your personal invitation to come and see yourself, as well 
as to bring that friend and loved one with you.

One way to help is with our “Home for the Holidays” brochure. While this is a great way to introduce someone to 
St. Thomas for Advent and Christmas, its message is one that is needed yearlong: “You are welcome here!” If  you 
haven’t done so already, pick one of  these up this next Sunday. We offer a gift that is truly extraordinary! Worship, 
formation, community and service are all described in a way that is both inviting and encouraging. This is designed 
so that you can have something to give your friends and family members that begins to describe who we are and 
how there is a place for them at the Lord’s Table. Most importantly, the story is made complete by you adding your 
story: what we begin with each new Church Year in Advent is simply the newest chapter of  our common life and 
ministry, and why our parish is an important and special place that continues to touch the hearts and lives of  so 
many…now for over 140 years!

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  o u r  R e c t o r
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S t e w a r d s h i p  C a m p a i g n  f o r  2 0 1 7

Thank you - your support matters!
Stew•ard•ship: the careful and responsible management of  something entrusted to one’s care.  (Merriam Webster)

Thank you! Pledge Sunday was a great start for our Annual Pledge Appeal, having heard from nearly half  our pledging 
households in that first weekend alone. Of  this first group, over 70% have responded to the call we put forth and 
increased their Annual Pledge – thank you, that’s a great start! Pledges continue to come in, reflecting the incredible 
generosity of  St. Thomas parishioners. If  you have not yet had the opportunity to send in your Annual Pledge for 2017, 
now is an excellent time! Every pledge and gift makes a difference and we need to hear from you…not somebody else.

In the last edition of  Tidings, I proposed that if  every household could increase their Annual Pledge by 10%, we would 
have no Operating Budget deficit. That was October and since then a number of  factors have come into play, including 
higher fixed cost rates for 2017 and other changes that caused us to refigure the amount needed of  at least 12%. Even 

with an increase in pledges, we believe further fiscal corrections are in order to help 
keep us financially responsive and vibrant looking into the future. While the Finance 
Committee and Vestry is still determining what level of  reductions might be called for, 
one thing remains the same: our commitment to our mission: To make God’s love known 
by who we are, what we practice and how we serve others in Christ’s Name. One need only walk 
through the building on any given week and see so many ways we continue to live into 
and grow in this mission by what we offer together on a regular basis. We believe we 
are called, both individually and collectively to reveal God’s love and grow in a full 
sense of  the Christian life that continues to be open and offered to all, shared through 
inspiring worship and music, fostered in a transformative relationship with Jesus Christ 
and each other. While our mission, and our commitment to it, remains the same, our 
Operating Budget is calling us to reflect once again on the best ways of  how we realize 
our mission. It is essential to point out that what we are now dealing with has to do with 
our Operating Budget and not the Endowment, invested funds, nor the Faith, Family, 
Future Initiative.

St. Thomas exists and continues to grow as a result of  the generosity of  our members – over 80% of  our needed 
income is from the Annual Giving Pledges and it’s what we offer together that continues to make all the difference! 
Stewardship, in all its forms, begins with prayer and thanksgiving, celebrating how we serve Christ with all that we are 
blessed and entrusted with—our gifts, talents, time and leadership.

WHAT I S  OUR INCOME ?

Other Donations: 1%

Pledge & Plate: 81%

Facility Usage: 1%

Fundraising: 1% Assets Released: 16%
(only 4% from endowment)

WHERE DOES THIS MONEY GO ?

Outreach &
Wider Mission: 17%

Hospitality &
Fellowship: 1%

Building &
Grounds: 17%

Christian
Education: 2%

Worship & Music: 4%

Staff: 51%

Vestry: 0.1%

Administration: 8%

We depend on the generosity of  pledgers for over 80% of  our 
annual funds. As you can see from the chart below, only 16% of  
our budget comes from assests.
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In my previous letters to you, I acknowledged the attrition we are experiencing as long time members of  our congregation 
have experienced a change in life circumstances or have moved on, and the impact it has made on our income and in 
the time that has been volunteered to provide all of  the support that St. Thomas requires. Even though this has created 
a major impact on our General Operating Budget and volunteer hours, it does not diminish our strength as our overall 
attendance is up along with number of  pledging families we are blessed to have.

I have also acknowledged that the key to successfully balancing a budget is to grow income while decreasing expenses. 
While we have been keeping a sharper eye on discretionary expenses, fixed costs continue to grow at a rate of  at least 
5%, but quite often significantly more.

The end result is that it costs more to execute and meet our mission; we find ourselves doing as much (even pushing for 
more) with less on-hand to work with. Admittedly, the church is one of  the last entities that drives income by asking 
for pledges (not an assessment, not fees, not dues, certainly not fee for service), the need of  what we each can pledge is that 
much greater. We all make a difference. You and your pledge make a difference! If  you have not yet been able to offer 
a pledge for 2017, I invite you to join your fellow parishioners and prayerfully consider what you can offer to help 
strengthen our mission in and through the ministry of  St. Thomas.

I wish you and your family a blessed Advent and Christmas Season.

~Submitted by Jim Davis, Junior Warden

S t e w a r d s h i p  C a m p a i g n  f o r  2 0 1 7

Pick up a companion for your own devotional journey through Advent!

Journey through Advent with trusted companion and 
spiritual thinker Henri Nouwen, who has helped 
inspire millions to grow closer to Jesus. 
For Nouwen, a life of faith is a life 
of prayer, and these daily devotions 
during the weeks of Advent help 
form a lasting spiritual practice. This 
is a new set of beautiful reflections for 
each day throughout Advent. If you 
have never had a chance to read Henri 
Nouwen, this is a great sampling of one 
of Fr. Darren’s spiritual heroes and guide 
for the common life of faith meant for 
a season which seems never slow down – 
pause and refresh with these thoughts and 
prayers. Copies are available in the narthex 
as you enter the church nave.

Six Coloring Book Stories for  
Advent and Christmas  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Advent Stories 	  for 

Famil ies  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 Edited by Jonathan F. Cooper 

Coloring pages available 
for the young (at heart!)
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Faith & Literature Book Group
Returns in January with “Simply Jesus”
Wednesdays at 7pm

N.T. Wright is one of  Anglican’s great leading voices, often 
characterized as the C.S. Lewis for our own day. In addition 
to being an Anglican Bishop and biblical scholar, Wright is 
a best-selling author, for he is able to not only make biblical 
study and theology accessible, but engaging for us all. In Simply 
Jesus, Wright provides a quick overview of  biblical scholarship 
regarding the Gospel in the past 200 years and then goes on to 
offer a fresh way to view, savor and most importantly share the 
story of  Jesus for us all.

From the Book:
We have grown used to the battles over Jesus—whether he was human or 
divine, whether he could do miracles or just inspire them, whether he even existed. 
Much of  the church defends tradition, while critics take shots at the institution and its 
beliefs. But what if  these debates have masked the real story of  Jesus? What if  even Jesus’s 
defenders have been so blinded by their focus on defending the church’s traditions that they have 
failed to grapple with what the New Testament really teaches? As the church faces the many challenges of  the twenty-first century, 
Wright has presented a vision of  Jesus that more than meets them.

Session 3: 1/11, 1/25, 2/8, 2/22, 3/8, 3/22, 3/29
Simply Jesus: A New Vision of  Who He Was, What He Did and Why He Matters by N.T. Wright

Session 4: 5/10, 5/24, 5/31*, 6/14
Living a Life That Matters by Rabbi Harold Kushner

Session 5: 8/9, 8/23, 8/30*
Disarming Scripture: Why We All Need to Learn to Read the Bible Like Jesus Did by Derek Flood

*Fifth Wednesday of  the Month

F a i t h  &  L i t e r a t u r e  B o o k  G r o u p

A Blue Christmas Service - Thursday, December 22 at 7pm
Are you experiencing loss this Christmas? Lost job? The loss of  a loved one? Lost dreams? An empty nest? A new season of  retirement? 
Or maybe Christmas has always felt “lost” to you because the season only highlighted the hurt in your family.

The Christmas promise is “the people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.” God comes while God’s 
people wait in darkness for hope, light, presence. But sometimes our Christmas celebrations can seem to skip the 
dark in their eagerness to announce the light. For those experiencing loss this Christmas, it’s important to name 
the darkness in order for the light to be meaningful. Join us for a Christmas service for those waiting in the dark 
for God’s arrival. It will be an evening of  holy contemplation as we listen to the ancient promises and consider 
how the Light will find its way to us this year. 
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Handel’s Messiah Sing Along
Monday, December 19th at 7:30pm
Join members of  the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas, 
along with Conductor Carlton Monroe and soloists 
for a rousing rendition of  this timeless holiday classic! 
Enjoy the beauty of  Handel’s recitatives and arias, and 
sing along on the choruses. There will be good cheer 
and friends, old & new, in abundance! Bring your 
own score, or let us provide you with one. A goodwill 
offering will taken in support of  the St. Thomas Music 
Program. Due to the incredible popularity of  the last 
year’s event, you can now reserve a seat for free online. 
Learn more at www.bachensemble.org/messiah.

St. Thomas Christmas Pageant
December 24th, Christmas Eve at 4pm
St. Thomas will again present The Great Old-Fashioned 
Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve, December 24th, at 
4pm. Participation in the Pageant is open to all children 
ages 2-13. Children ages 5 & up can audition for parts in 
the pageant at the first rehearsal; Ages 2-4 only need come 
the night of  the pageant. Participation is open to all St. 
Thomas parishioners, Terrace Park neighbors, families, 
friends! Email Dr. Monroe for more details at cmonroe@
stthomasepiscopal.org. Rehearsals for ages 5 and up 
will be as follows:
• Sunday, December 11, 11:30am to 12:30pm       

(parts assignment)
• Sunday, December 18th, 11:30am to 12:30pm
• Friday, December 23rd, 10am to 12 noon 
• Saturday, December 24th at 4pm (Pageant performance)

M u s i c  a t  S t .  T h o m a s

Music Lessons with CCM Prep
Register now for lessons!
You can make that New Year’s resolution come true 
at St. Thomas! In partnership with the University of  
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of  Music’s Preparatory 
Department, St. Thomas offers private instruction in 
voice, piano and now GUITAR! Lessons are conveniently 
offered at St. Thomas under the guidance of  outstanding 
faculty. Lessons available for all ages and ability levels. To 
register, contact Jason Gunnell at gunneljn@mail.uc.edu, 
or register at ccm.uc.edu/prep.html.

St. Thomas Concert Series
Musical performances throughout the year
We are delighted to welcome the following ensembles 
for concerts and festivals this season:

Saturday, December 3rd at 7:30pm
The Catacoustic Consort - www.catacoustic.com
Monday, December 19th at 7:30pm
Sing-Along Messiah with the Bach Ensemble
Sunday, May 21st at 3pm
Cincinnati Choral Society - cincinnatichoralsociety.org
Saturdays, November 19th & April 29th
Queen City Piano Festival

Christmas Lessons & Carols
Sunnday, December 18th at 5pm

The St. Thomas Parish Choir 
and Choristers present a 
Festival of  Lessons and Carols 
on Sunday, December 18 at 
5pm. An annual offering at St. 
Thomas for decades, this service 
features beautiful music of  the 
season paired with timeless 
readings. Come bask into the 
beauty and holiness of  this 
ancient tradition.
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COMMEMORATIVE BACH VESPERS*
Sunday, September 11th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas & Bach Choir
Bach: Wachet! betet! betet! wachet!, BWV 70
Bach: O Jesu, Christ, mein’s Lebens Licht, BWV 118
Bach: “Agnus Dei” from Messe in h-moll, BWV 232

B a c h  V e s p e r s  S e r i e s

MESSIAH SING-ALONG
Sing along with the Bach Ensemble!
Monday, December 19th, 7:30pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church: Parish Hall
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Handel: Messiah, Part 1 & other excerpts

A d d i t i o n a l  M u s i c a l  O f f e r i n g s

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  S e a s o n
w w w . b a c h e n s e m b l e . o r g

GOOD FRIDAY PASSION SERVICE
A sung rendition of  the Passion narrative
Good Friday, April 14th, 7pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Choir
Schutz: Johannes-Passion, SWV 481 

B a c h  Ve s p e r s

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, October 16th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The May Festival Youth Chorus
Bach: Ich will den Kreuzstab gerne tragen, BWV 56

BACH VESPERS FOR ADVENT
Sunday, November 27th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The St. Thomas Choristers
Bach: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 62

BACH VESPERS FOR EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 15th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The Cincinnati Camerata
Bach: Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort, BWV 126

BACH VESPERS
Sunday, February 12th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
The St. Thomas Parish Choir & Choristers
Bach: Gleichwie der Regen und Schnee, BWV 18

BACH VESPERS FOR LENT
Sunday, March 12th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Bach: Aus Tiefen rufe ich, Herr, zu dir, BWV 131

BACH VESPERS FOR EASTER
Sunday, May 7th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas
Bach: Wo gehest du hin?, BWV 166

BACH VESPERS FOR PENTECOST
Sunday, June 4th, 5pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas & Parish Choir
Bach: Erschallet, ihr Lieder, erklinget, ihr Saiten!, BWV 172

*Dedicated on the 15th anniversary of  the September 11th attacks to the memory of  all those who lost their lives that day.
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S u n d a y  A d u l t  Fo r m a t i o n

Sunday 9:15 Formation Series: Windows of Faith
Lead by Patti Normile and Jamie Flerlage

Journey in faith through the lens of our stained glass windows!

The 9:15 Adult Forum discussion will depart from John Dominic Crossan’s The 
Challenge of Jesus for a few weeks to make way for Advent. A newly created program, 
Windows of Faith, will focus on the lovely stained glass windows that grace St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church. The study  of the windows is based on research by 
Mary Malotke with reflections developed by Jamie Flerlage.  

The windows above the fireplace in the Hearth Room will be the focus of Adult forum 
the weeks in December.  These windows depict The Annunciation and The Visitation. To 
study the windows and ponder their meaning offers the opportunity for them to become 
inspirations to prayer during this Advent season and beyond.

Join us in the Hearth Room this Sunday Bring your coffee. Bring your tea. Bring you 
appreciation of our lovely Windows of Faith. 

Healing Retreat
January 20th to 22nd, 2017 
at the Jesuit Spiritual Center

“Your faith has saved 
you!” translated correctly 
really means, “Your faith 
has made you whole!”

Join us as we explore 
the tremendous courage 
required to heal and to 
be made whole. Using 
Bible study, we will invite 
the ones healed by Jesus 
to lead us on our own 
journey to wholeness. Our 
time together will include 
bible study, prayer disciplines, opportunities 
for healing touch and massage, SoulCollage 
and worship. 

Cost: $200 (two nights), limited to 8 
participants. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a 
spot at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Notes on Bach (see left)
by Dr. Carlton Monroe

THOUGHT FOR TODAY: A quote from 
a student of  Bach’s. “Music is a mixed 
mathematical science that concerns the origins, 
attributes, and distinctions of  sound, out of  
which a cultivated and lovely melody and 
harmony are made, so that God is honored 
and praised but mankind is moved to devotion, 
virtue, joy, and sorrow.”

RECENTLY DISCOVERED: Check out www.
allofbach.com. It is a wonderful website by the 
Netherlands Bach Society with incredible videos 
of  performances of  Bach’s work. Incredible!

MESSIAH SING: If  you’re planning on 
attending the Messiah Sing-Along, please be 
sure to register. As of  the end of  November 
we already had 270+ attendees register, and 
we expect more each week. You can register at 
www.bachensemble.org/messiah.
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M e a n i n g f u l  M o m e n t s

Meaningful Moments
Wednesdays from 10am to 11:30am, Thursdays (monthly) at 6:15 pm

Parenting is some of  the hardest work we’ll ever do. It’s a labor of  love to give ourselves over to the care and 
nurture of  our vulnerable children, to shepherd them through emotional, physical and mental milestones. It 

calls us to relinquish again and again. We give over our bodies, our sleep, our time, our hobbies, our neat house, 
and often our meaningful work. 

Rediscover yourself ! Once a week, Pastor Mary invites you into a grown-up space! Together we remember the 
person buried under the parenting, nurture the spiritual and creative parts of  ourselves, listen for who we are 

becoming during this season of  relinquishment, and 
accompany one another during an exhilarating and 
exhausting season. 

Thursday Family Dinners

Once a month we share a larger family meal together 
so our kids can play and we can talk about family 
issues that help make our homes places where we all 
learn more about loving and be loved.

Note that we meet now on Thursdays!
Dinner from 6:15 to 7pm
Adult Conversation - 7 to 8pm (childcare provided)

December 8th - Managing Christmas
Christmas Joy can often slip away in the river of  
unrealistic expectations... grandparent expectations 
about Christmas visits, children’s expectations 
about presents, our own expectations about family 
celebrations and rituals. We can’t do it all and keep 
everybody happy. Join us for a conversation about 
making faithful choices in a busy season so we leave 
room for Joy. 

January 12th - “Men, Women & Worthiness” 
Men: The Vulnerability Trap
Women ask men to be vulnerable, and then often 
get mad at them when they are. Join as we explore 
what it means for women and men to challenge our 
cultural messages so we can create space for men 
to be fully seen in their strength and their struggle. 
We need this because it’s how we experience true 
connection in our most intimate relationships.

ADVENT QUIET DAY
Sacred Vulnerability

Saturday, December 17th
10am to 4:30pm

The Jesuit Spiritual Center
Milford, Ohio

Jesus came to show us the way home 
to God. The journey begins and ends 
in vulnerability. The language during 
this season for God’s vulnerability is 
Incarnation.

Join us as we consider this opening 
scene in a fully vulnerable life. God’s 
gift of being known to us, so we could 
know Love.

Cost: $35
Includes lunch and materials
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Wednesday Morning Gathering Schedule
Childcare is provided in our nursery, coffee & snacks available

December 7th - The Grown up Christmas Story
Underneath the angels, shepherds and the star over the stable, 
lies a grittier story of  fear, struggle and a revolutionary plan 
to change the oppressive structures responsible for so much 
suffering. Join us for a bible study that will change they way 
you see Christmas and the God who brought it to us.

January 4th - Soul Collage: Spirit Guides
As you step into a new year, how will Spirit accompany you? 
God often uses creation to teach and guide us. Through a guided 
meditation you will be led to discern what Spirit animals God has 
brought into your life to offer Holy companionship and presence. 

January 11th - Stepping into a New Year
The Burdens, the Blessings, God’s new thing
Reviewing the year, taking note of  the burdens and blessings, assists us as we look ahead. Sometimes, when we take 
time to review, we’re surprised by how much things have changed: in our families, our work, our spirits. Sometimes 
we notice themes that weren’t on our radar as they were happening. This longer perspective on where we’ve been 
offers invaluable direction for charting the next course.

January 18th - Parenting Kindness with Beth Bronsil
Beth’s experience as a mother, grandmother and director of  Xavier’s Montessori Education Program make her 
one of  the wisest, kindest and most helpful parenting mentors in the city. And she shares her wisdom with us every 
month.  Beth always brings some nugget to get us started in parenting discussions, but it’s her grace to let your 
questions and challenges guide the conversation.

January 25th - Lectio Divina: Reading with the Eye of the Heart
We notice things when we slow down that we miss when focus on “getting 
there”. This is true when we walk a road rather than drive it, when we are 
mindful when we chop the vegetables rather than rush to cook them for 
dinner, and when we read a holy text. This week we will slow down our 
encounter with a familiar bible passage and notice what it reveals up close.

February 1st - Praying with Clay 
There are many things we know, that we don’t know we know. Stories, fear, 
ambitions, hopes, dreams hide outside our awareness, but shape our choices 
and behavior nonetheless. Using clay and quiet, we will invite these unseen 
truths to take shape so we can learn more about ourselves, and hear God’s 
invitation to “see” more clearly.

M e a n i n g f u l  M o m e n t s
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Yoga with Lilias!
Mondays from 10:45am until Noon

Join truly renowned yoga practitioner and TV personality, Lilias Folan (assisted 
by Megan McCliment) for her ever popular yoga series at St. Thomas. Equally 
suitable for beginner, intermediate and advanced students, Lilias’ class is open 
to all ability levels. Lilias was the host and star of  the incredibly popular TV 
series, Lilias, Yoga and You, which first aired in 1972 in Cincinnati and was carried 
on PBS across the United States until 1999.

Cost: $84 for the whole series or $16 for one class - payment by cash, credit card 
or check made payable to St. Thomas. Bring a yoga/exercise mat, comfortable 
clothing, bare feet and a smile. Arrive a little early for initial registration!

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

Prayers & Prose: “Wisdom” Series
Tuesdays from 6 to 8pm in the Parlor

“It is most important of all to do everything we 
can to nurture our spiritual intelligence. It is our 
only genuine source of hope, direction, meaning 

and comfort.” (Foreword, The Wisdom Way of  Knowing)

We will put aside what wethink we 
know about Jesus and approach 
the Gospels as though for the 
first time, so we may see Jesus in 
a new way: as a teacher of  the 
transformation of  consciousness. 
Using Cynthia Bourgeault’s book 
The Wisdom Jesus as a masterful 
guide to Jesus’s vision and to 
the traditional contemplative 
practices, we will experience the heart of  his teachings 
for ourselves. Our time together will begin with 
contemplative practices of  chanting, movement and 
centering prayer to prepare our hearts and minds to see 
in new ways.

Schedule & Topics
The Wisdom Jesus
December to February 21st
The Meaning of  Mary Magdalene
March 7th to April 11th
The Holy Trinity and the Law of  Three
April 18th to June 6th

“Gifts of  Imperfection” Retreat
February 6th to 10th, 2017 
at Transfiguration Spirituality Center

While Shame is a universal experience, some 
people hold onto themselves more easily 
when shame washes over them. These folks 
live all around healthier lives and experience 
more vibrant relationships. It turns out they 
share 10 characteristics in common. In this 
retreat we will explore these guideposts for 
Wholehearted Living using practical, hands-
on experiences. Registration limited to 20 
participants. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a 
spot at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.
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SoulCollage® Workshop
Sundays from 12:30 to 3:30pm (first Sundays of  the month)

Creativity is an essential 
practice to move what we 
“know” about God from 
our head, to an experience 
of  “knowing” God with 
our heart. Soul Collage is a 
creative process that helps 
us hear the quiet voice of  
God within us that leads 
us to healing, insight and 
wholeness. Join us once 
a month for open Studio 
Time to create prayer 
cards and learn how to use 
them to deepen our walk 
with God and ourselves. 

Email Pastor Mary at mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org 
to learn more about this practice. Next workshop 2/5.

S p i r i t u a l  P r a c t i c e s

“Rising Strong” Retreat
February 10th to 12th, 2017
at Transfiguration Spirituality Center

If  you participated in the 
Brené Brown series “The 
Gifts of  Imperfection” 
and would like to 
take the next step in 
Wholehearted Living, 
join Pastor Mary for 
a weekend retreat on 
Brené Brown’s most 

recent book “Rising Strong.” We will study 
what Brené Brown learned about how the 
wholehearted rise strong after failure. You 
will leave the retreat with practical tools to 
engage those moments in your life when 
living brave leads to struggle. Registration 
limited to 20 participants. Contact Pastor 
Mary to claim a spot at mlaymon@
stthomasepiscopal.org.
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Mountain T.O.P.
Two trips - June 17-24 and July 15-22 in 2017

Registration is underway for our 2017 Mt TOP Youth Summer Ministry 
mission trips. We have reserved space  for the weeks of  June 17-24 (15 
spots) and July 15-22 (30 spots) in the Day Camp and Service Project 
Programs. This will be St Thomas’s 37th consecutive year of  participating 
in this life changing ministry.

Our registration form is on the St Thomas website:
stthomasepiscopal.org/how-we-serve/mtop

More information about Mt TOP is available on their website:
www.mountain-top.org

The participant fee is $395 spread over four payments from November 
to April. Participants must be at least 13 years old or have graduated 
from the 7th grade. We also need adults to participate in this program.

Please contact me with questions. Thank you!

Grace and Peace,
John Tiffany

jctiffany@gmail.com
(513) 646.9655

M o u n t a i n  To p  U p d a t e

Mountain TOP DATES
St. Thomas has reserved space in the following weeks next summer
for Mountain Top’sYouth Summer Ministry Program:

June 17-24 (MTOP week 3) - Service Project and Day Camp - 15 spots

July 15-22 (MTOP week 7) - Service Project and Day Camp - 30 spots

Please contact John Tiffany if you are interested in attending one or 
both of these weeks. Please look out for further communications! We 
will send out individual registration forms in late October.

John Tiffany: jctiffany@gmail.com or 513.646.9655
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T h e  M e s s a g e  B o a r d

St. Thomas Dinner Club
Thursday, December 15th at six o’clock
The St. Thomas Dinner Club Group meets Thursday, 
December 15. Join us and enjoy fellowship, Christmas 
singing and lovely dining in the quiet atmosphere of  
the Terrace Park Country Club. Social time begins at 
6 p.m. and dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. Entrée choice 
of  Ham Steak or Baked Salmon. Cost $23.50. To make 
a reservation please mail your check, made out to St. 
Thomas Church, to Lou Scott, 696 Milford Hills Dr., 
Milford 45150. 
~Submitted by Lou Scott

Christmas Caper Raffle
Saturday, December 10th at 11am
See Lou Scott or Toni Nevins for tickets to the Christmas 
Caper raffle! Prizes include a $600 gift card to Tiffany 
& Co., a $350+ Gift Card Christmas Tree, a $135 bowl 
from Bonnie Mitchell, several $50 Gift Baskets from 
Graeter’s and Aglamesis Brothers, and an Italian goodies 
gift basket. What a selection! Raffle tickets are $5 each 
or $20 for five, and will be available after church services 
and at the Caper itself. Please join us for what will be a 
spectacular event! 
~Submitted by Toni NevinsFriends of the Groom Play

December 16th to 18th at Anderson Center
Take 30,000 watts and mix in the Lone Ranger, science 
fiction, a pinch of  Jesus, and a table full of  sound effects. 
What do you get? WJCN—the wildest family-owned 
station from the Golden Age of  Radio. Treat your family 
to an unforgettable holiday experience with Friends of  
the Groom Theater Company, as they present a new 
original play, Meet in the Air. For times, pricing and 
ticket info call (513) 831-2859 or check online at www.
friendsofthegroom.org. 
~Submitted by Tom Long

Boar’s Head Festival
Saturday, December 31st at two o’clock
A limited number of  tickets are available for the 
Saturday, December 31, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m performance 
of  the 77th annual Boar’s Head and Yule Log Festival at 
Christ Church Cathedral. Contact Lou Scott (831-4353) 
to reserve tickets. Tickets are free but donations the day 
of  the event are appreciated.. 
~Submitted by Lou Scott

Super Singers Performances
December 9th and 10th
The 35 men & women of  the Super Singers will present 
a program of  Christmas songs and carols at SEM 
Terrace on Friday, December 9th at 1:30pm, and at the 
Christmas Caper at St. Thomas on Saturday, December 
10th. The Caper begins at 11am and the Super Singers 
(one of  a number of  musical performances) will sing at 
11:30am. 
~Submitted by Pat Matchette

Ladies’ Nights Out!
Next: Friday, January 13th at 8pm in the Hearth Room
The second Ladies’ Night Out will be Friday, January 13, 
2017, 8 p.m. in the Hearth Room. The second Friday 
time slot in December will find the  Parish Hall and the 
Hearth Room bustling with set-up preparations for the 
Christmas Caper. All are welcome to help with that work. 
Ladies, turn your calendars to 2017 and mark a reminder 
for January 13 and plan to join the fun. 
~Submitted by Patti Normile

Message from InterParish Ministry
IPM’s Board of  Trustees and Staff are grateful for all of  
the good things that were received from the members of  
our affiliated churches during the past year. This includes 
the food drives, mobile food pantry hosting, Christmas in 
July events, the back to school supplies drives, Monday 
Meals, and the incredible food received from various food 
drives. The assistance given to our Christmas Toy Store 
and Adopt A Family program has been overwhelming. All 
are abundant gifts that have been placed in the hands of  
those in need. This includes school children, the elderly, 
the unemployed and underemployed,  the working poor 
and the residents of  Thomaston Woods and St. Marks 
Apartments. If  you look at the numbers more than 260 
children received school supplies and back packs, and 
more than 4,300 families received food from the Choice 
Food Pantries in Newtown, Batavia and now Amelia. All 
are good things that bring joy from those who are called 
according to God’s purpose.
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H o u s i n g  M i n i s t r y

Housing Ministry: Caring, Fellowship and our Faith in Action!
STOCKINGS AND BELLS
Each year, members of  St. Thomas come together to help make Christmas special for the seniors and families we 
serve through Thomaston Meadows (our affordable living community for seniors) and Thomaston Woods. For the 
seniors at the meadows, we have each resident indicate a small gift they would appreciate on the back of  a paper 
bell. We invite families at Thomaston Woods to do the same a for a child/youth with one of  the paper stockings. 
If  you would like to help make Christmas special, please select a stocking and/or a bell and list your name in the 
booklet so we know which senior/child is matched with one of  our parish “elves.” The Giving Tree is at the top 
of  stairs between the church and the Parish Hall. You can return your gift there or in the parlor anytime by or 
before December 12th.

ST. NICHOLAS BASKET RUN
The St. Nicholas Basket Run is our special outreach project for December in which we all help bring a small 
gift (a tub of  housewares) to each family/senior at the communities – 113 tubs in all! Sounds like a big job, but 
it’s great fun because with many hands. Here’s how you can help: Below is a list of  items we need to bring to 
church by December 9th and after we have a complete inventory, we invite your whole family to help pack the 
tubs on Sunday, December 11th in between our morning worship services at 9am. The fun continues at 2pm on 
Friday, December 16 when another team meets at St. Thomas and then delivers the tubs to all the households 
at Thomaston Woods and Meadows. That day will also be our community Christmas Party and we would love 
for you and your family to stay and join the fun! There are many ways you can help – perhaps this a project your 
whole family could adopt, each taking a part. Join us for one or all of  the days and ways of  making a difference!

Items needed for the Basket Run
If  we all help, we can fill each of  the 113 tubs with one of  the following items:
• Disinfectant Cleaning Wipes
• Glass cleaner
• Box of  Dryer sheets
• Hand towels (tea towel)
• Toothpaste
• Toothbrush
• Package of  Tall kitchen bags
• Liquid laundry detergent
• Liquid dish soap
• Paper towels
• Package of  4 (or 6, etc.) rolls of  toilet paper
• Box of  facial tissues
• Package of  2 bars of  soap
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New Year’s Retreat
December 30th to 31st, 2016

What are the Celebrations and Challenges of  2016? 
What new thing is God calling you to in 2017? 

Mark your calendars 
for this annual 
spiritual reflection 
on the year. We will 
gather at the Jesuit 
Spiritual Center 
in Milford. There is 
room for 8 people 
to spend the night, 
and no limit on 
commuters. 

Cost: $50 for commuters, $100 to spend the 
night. Contact Pastor Mary to claim a spot at 
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org.

Sunday, January 29, 2016 
9:00 am - Breakfast

9:15 to 10:15am - Meeting  (Yes, just one hour!)

Items to Include: Financial Report & Presentation of 2016-17 Budget • Election of New
Vestry Members • Address by the Rector • Appreciating Retiring Vestry Members

Candidates for the Vestry/Board of Directors may be nominated in an at-large process.  According to the 
by-laws, candidates for Vestry must be communicants in good standing. Any Member of the parish may 
nominate a candidate for the Vestry with the written consent of the nominee. Such nominations must be 
in the hands of the Rector or one of the wardens at least two weeks prior to the Annual Meeting - in this 
case, by Friday, January 20th (Article III, Section 4). Any questions about the nominees or the nominating 
process should be directed to the Rector or the Senior Warden. You can reach Fr. Darren by email at 
Darren@stthomasepiscopal.org or call him through the parish office at (513) 831-2052.

Save
the date!.
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S e r v i c e  S c h e d u l e

Taizé Prayer
Sundays at 6pm (monthly)
Prayerfully unwind after a busy week. Reflective readings and 
prayers invite moments of  meditation as the beautiful songs 
that make Taizé so unique envelope you. As participatory 
as you would like, Taizé offers a quiet, peaceful atmosphere 
of  worship quite unlike anything else. Our next services are 
coming up on: December 4th, January 8th, & February 5th.

Sung Eucharist, Rite I
Sundays at 8am
Our first service of  the day draws on some of  our most 
cherished texts, with beautiful language hearkening back to 
the one of  the earliest versions of  the Book of  Common Prayer 
in 1662. This service includes hymns, prayers and sharing of  
communion.

Bach Vespers
Sundays at 5pm (monthly)
Join the Bach Ensemble of  St. Thomas for a reflective evening 
of  worship, focused through the lens of  the music of  Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Beyond aesthetic beauty, the music of  Bach 
draws on a knowledge of  scripture rivaled by just a handful of  
composers. Bach’s music is so infused with religious fervor that 
it is almost impossible to separate Bach the Christian from 
Bach the composer. See Bach Vespers article for dates!

Choral Eucharist, Rite II
Sundays at 10:15am
This principal service of  The Episcopal Church also draws 
on this historic tradition, though in Rite II the language is 
modernized. Our 10:15 service also features hymns, prayer 
and communion, but we also sing the portions of  the musical 
mass setting (Gloria, Sanctus & Fraction). On top of  this our 
choir offer one or two sung anthems a week.

‘Come as you are’ Worship
Sundays at 7pm
Our third service of  the day draws on the same Episcopal 
traditions as our morning services. For this service we are 
joined by an acoustic trio of  musicians who lead a style of  
hymnody and song based on the rich variety musical traditions 
of  North America. Sometimes quiet and contemplative, 
sometimes energetic, this candlelit service is an ideal way to 
close (or begin!) your week.
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C a l e n d a r

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
100 Miami Avenue

Terrace Park, OH 45174
Phone: (513) 831.2052

Web: www.stthomasepiscopal.org
Email: office@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Clergy ~
The Rev. Darren Elin

Rector, Ext .11, c: (513) 448.7999
darren@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Mary Laymon
Associate Pastor, c: (215) 630.1091
mlaymon@stthomasepiscopal.org

The Rev. Robert E. Reynolds, D.D.
Assisting Priest
rreynolds003@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Grossoehme, BCC
Assisting Priest
daniel.grossoehme@cchmc.org

The Rev. Noel Julnes-Dehner
Assisting Priest
njulnes@gmail.com

~ Staff ~
Dr. Carlton Monroe

Director of Music, Ext. 13
cmonroe@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jason Gunnell
Organist, Ext. 29
jasongunnell@gmail.com

Claudia Potter
Staff Accountant, Ext. 19
cpotter@stthomasepiscopal.org

Emily Keiser
Nursery School, 513-831-6908
stns@stthomasepiscopal.org

Jonathan Cooper
Communications Coordinator, Ext. 15
jcooper@stthomasepiscopal.org

Mike Pritz
Building Supervisor, Ext. 20
mpritz@stthomasepiscopal.org

~ Vestry ~
Liz Frederick

Senior Warden, (513) 289-6777
llfrederick55@gmail.com

Jim Davis
Junior Warden, (513) 248-9536
jjdavis@cinci.rr.com

Worship Services
On Sundays...

Weekly: 8 am, 10:15 am, 7 pm
Monthly: Taizé Prayer (6pm) & Bach Vespers (5pm)

On Weekdays...
Tuesdays: Evening Prayer with Eucharist at 6:30 pm

DECEMBER 2016
12/4 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 13)
12/4 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 18)
12/8 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 11)
12/9 at 1:30pm - Super Singers perform at SEM Terrace
12/10 - The St. Thomas Christmas Caper (see page 17)
12/11 - Youth Service Project
12/11 - St. Nicholas Basket Run (see page 16)
12/11 at 11:30am - Pageant Rehearsals Begin (see page 7)
12/15 - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 15)
12/16 - St. Nicholas Basket Run & TW Party (see page 16)
12/17 - Advent Quiet Day (see page 10)
12/18 at 11:30am - Pageant Rehearsal (see page 7)
12/19 at 7:30pm - Messiah Sing-Along (see page 7)
12/22 at 7pm - Blue Christmas Service (see page 6)
12/23 at 10am - Pageant Rehearsal (see page 7)
12/24 at 4pm - Christmas Pageant (see page 7)
12/24 at 8pm - Christmas Eve Eucharist
12/24 at 10:30pm - Christmas Eve Carol Prelude
12/24 at 11pm - Christmas Eve Festive Choral Eucharist
12/25 at 10am - Christmas Day Eucharist (only service today)
12/30 to 12/31 - New Year’s Retreat (see page 17)

JANUARY 2017
1/8 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 18)
1/11 at 7pm - Book Group begins Simply Jesus (see page 6)
1/12 at 6pm - Meaningful Moments Dinner (see page 10)
1/13 at 8pm - Ladies’ Night Out (see page 15)
1/15 at 5pm - Bach Vespers (see page 8)
1/19 - St. Thomas Dinner Club (see page 15)
1/20 to 1/22 - Healing Retreat (see page 9)
1/29 - Annual Meeting (see page 17)

FEBRUARY 2017
2/5 at 12:30pm - Soul Collage (see page 13)
2/5 at 6pm - Taizé Prayer (see page 18)
2/6 to 2/10 - “Gifts of Imperfection” Retreat (see page 12)
2/10 to 2/12 - “Rising Strong” Retreat (see page 13)
2/12 at 5pm - Bach Vespers (see page 8)
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